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GOYERNMENT OF TIIE DISTRICT OF COLT]MBIA
District Department of the Environment

Water Quality Dlvislon
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Ms. Evelyn S. MacKnight, Chief
NPDES Permits Branch (3wp4l)
Office of Perrnits and Enforcement
U.S. EPA, Region Itr
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, P A 19 t03 -2A29

Re: District of Columbia Water euality Certilication # DC-0?-002
NPDES Draft Modified permit DC 0021199. Blue plains
Wastewater Treatment plant

Dear Ms. MacKnight:

The District of columbia, District Department of Environment (DDoE) has evaluated the
modified National Pollutant Discharge and Elimination system (MDES) permit Number:
Dc002l199 issued by the U.s. Environmental protection Agency (EpA) to the D.c. water and
Sewer Authority (WASA) to authorize the discharge of treaied municipal wastewater from the
Blire Plains waste water Trcatment Plant and other outfalls, to receiving waters named
Anacostia River, Potomac River, and Rock creek and its tribuiades. on october 3l,2ocf.
DDOE certified the draft permit to replace language regarding water quality based requirements
for Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) discharges with ihe provision that ajpeared in the MDES
permit issued in 1997; remove the numeric limits along with the related m"nitoting and reporting
requirements derived from the total maximum daily loads (TMDIj) for the Anacostia Riv-r,
Rock creek and its tributaries; impose an interim effluent limit for nitrogen; and propose a
revised annual discharge goal for nitrogen. on December 7, 2006, EpA iurther rnodified the
proposed permit condition regarding the total nirogen limit to follow the Chesapeake Bay total
nitrogen allocation of 4.689 million pounds per year and to replace the former total nitrogen goal
ot 8'467 ,2o0 pounds per year ro a total nitrogen limit of 4.6g9 nillion pounds per year.

DDOE hereby certifies that the December 7, 2006 modified permit wiil not violate rhe water
Pollution control Act of 1984, as amended, @.c. offrcial code $ g-103.01 et seq,),and is in
accordance with the Water Quality Standards of the District of Columbia, Chaptei'I9 of Title 21
of the Disrrict of columbia Municipal Register, the clean water Act (33 u.s.i. gl25l et seq.),
and the applicable NPDES regulations (40 c.F.R. parrs r22,124, and 133). This certification is
based on relevant water quality considerations, as follows:

5l N street' N.E., 6th Floor, washington, D.c, 20002 Telephone: ea4 $5-2600 Facsimile; (202) 535-2ggl



Certification of Draft Modified NPDES Permit No. DC 002f 199

Blue Plains Wastewater Treatment Plant
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l .DDoEfindsthatWASAhasdemonsaatedthati t isnotcurentlycapab|eof
achieving the new limit without new technologies b€ing installed at the Blue Plains

facility.

2. DDOE concun with EPA, that EFA should establish a schcdule for compliance

with the nitrogen limit.

This certification will automatically become final for a permit issued within ninety (90) days of

this certification. If we can be of further assistance, please contact Nicoline Shulterbrandt of the

Water Quality Division at (202) 535-2194-,r"2ra
Corey Buffo
Interim Dir€ctor

Hamid Karimi, DDOE
N. Shulterbrandt, DDOE
M. I€tzkus, U.S. EPA


